vi           HISTORY OF UPPER ASSAM          67

were  attacked and destroyed  by the Hkamtis, more
troops were hurried up-from Jorhat, and the country
was  now  entirely  taken  over  by  the   Government.
The Hkamti element was largely deported far down
country, where  eventually they settled and became
good   agriculturists.      By   1840   English   residences,
church, etc., were   springing  up  in   Gauhati, which
had become the headquarter station of the new Assam
Government.    The entire country, having now come
under British rule, it only  remains to touch upon
a few industrial points of interest before moving on
to an account of the border tribes and expeditions.
The great industry for which Assam is noted is that
of tea, which about 1823 was first discovered as an
indigenous plant in the surrounding hills by a Mr.
R. Bruce,  at that time British agent to the Ahom
king,  Chandrakant.    But the matter was  not taken
up until ten years later, when Mr. Bruce's brother
started the first tea plantation near the mouth of the
Kundil river, above Sadiya.    In 1839 the Assam Tea
Company was formed,  and began opening gardens
at   Jaipur,   Dibrughar,   and   on   the   Tingri   river.
Thence onward the tea industry flourished through-
out the country.    In spite of the great raised road-
ways, which history shows us had been constructed
in different parts of the country, its communications
generally   were    exceedingly   bad,   which    state,   in
spite of our having made two so-called Trunk Roads
both north and south of the Brahmaputra in 1854,
may be said to exist still.    In 1847 the first steamer
service succeeded the laborious and slow boat journey,
but for many years they only plied as far as Gauhati.
It was between 1838 and 1840 that a decision was
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